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NEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM ‘ HENRY A, KISMN&ER
SUBJECTS - » SITUATION IN vieTHRs

SOUTH DF QBMW TRI CITY, THE AIFRBDR&E DIVISION®S 2ND BRIGADE

SECURED AN OBJECT IVE ’NO KILOMETERS WORTHEAST OF FIRE SUPPORT

BASE ANNE, ENEMY DEFENSES ARE #wELL ORGANIZED IN THAT AREA AND
- THEY ARE SUPPORTED BY ARTILLERY AND MORTAR FIRE, THE IST AIR-
BORME BRIGADE ON THE NORTHERN FRONT HAS NOT MADE SIGNIFICANT
PROGRESS TOWARD SECURING THE THACH HAN RIVER LINE. THE 3RD e
AIRBORNE BRIGADE IS ATTEMPTING TO DISRUPT ENEMY RESUPPLY ROUTES
AND BTMMGE AREAS,.

LIFTLE M:'!'IB'N WAS REPORTED YESTERDAY IN THE RESL OF RILH&R‘!
REGION 1, THE STH ARVN REGIMENT HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY
FUR THE TIEN PHUOC AREA FREEING THE EHD ARVH REGIMENT TO mmu o
BETWEEN TIEN PHUOC AND QUE SON. Lo

THE SITUATION AT BA TO KAS INPROVED WITH ARVN UNITS NOW CON-
TROLLING TNE WIGH GROUND WEST AND SOUTHVEST OF THE TOWN, CIVI-
LIANS IN THAT AREA REPORT THAT B-52 STRIKES MAVE CAUSED HEAVY
CASUALTIES TO TWO ENE4Y BATTALIONS OPERATING VEST AND SOUTM

OF THE DISTRICT TOWN.

IN MILITARY REGIOM 2, COMBAT ACTIVITY RENA A { LEVEL
ALTHOUGH THERE VAS A FLARE~UP OF ENEMY ACTIVITY T Kt wmmp
8¢ THE BORDER RANGER CAMPS AT DAK @ Mm BEN KET
HEFORTED INDIRECT FIRE WITH BEN HET BEING N ﬂ OVER 508 ROUNDS.
"LATEST REPORTS INDICATE THAT BEN HET 18 AGAIN SEING WIT wITH
HEAVY INDIRECT FIRE AND THAT A GROUND ATTACK IS UNDERWAY., THE
»:ﬂm u mw AND 'rml: CaMP DEFPENDERS ARE GETTING G000 AIR

.mmv M’ITIV!TY IN BILITARY REGION 3 CONTINUED TO mm

SOUTHERN BINM DUONG PROVINCE WHERE THE ENENY STILL OCCUP s
SVERAL MAMLETS, IN MILITARY REGION 4, ENEMY ACTIVITY REMAINED
MODERATE AND SCATTERED, IN THE SEVEN MOUNTAINS AREA OF mu‘
THE DISTRICT TOUN OF TUN LOAP VAS REOCCUPIED BY AN ARVA amma e
BATTALION EARLY LAST Rlﬂﬂl’-
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TODAY A TOTAL OF 4%3 U.S. #¥ACTICAL AIR ﬂDﬂYIﬁﬁ WERE FLOWN, 229
OF WHICH KIT TARGETS IN NORTH VIETNAM. IN ADDITION, 19 B-52
STRIXES HERE FLOWN OVER NORTH VIETNAM AND FOUR WERE FLOW% IN
AQS.

- MILITARY REGION |

THE TEMPO OF ACTIVITY INCREASED IN THE AIRBORNE DIVISION®S GRIVEV
WEST FROM THE QUANG TRI CITY AREA.

-= WELL ORGANIZED ENEMY DEFENSES, SUPPORTED BY ARTILLERY
AND MORTAR FIRE ARE WAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR THE AIRBORNE UNITS
T0 ADVANCE, THE 28D BRIGADE MOVED CLOSER TOQ FIRE SUPPORT BASE
ANNE BUT THE ST BRIGADE HAS NOT MADE MUCK PROGRESS TOWARD
SECUR ING THE SOUTHERN BANK OF THE THACH HAN RIVER.

-~ RANGER FORCES WAVE BEEN ASSIGNED KEAR AREA SECURITY TO
ALLOW THE 3RD AIKBORNE BRIGADE TO DEVOTE MORE FORCES TO ITS
EFFORTS TO DISRUPT ENEMY RESUPPLY ROUTES AND STORAGE AREAS,

«« THE 1ST ARVN DIVISION 1S PLANNING FURTHER OPERAT IONS
IN THE AREA AROUND HUE. LITTLE ACTION waS REPORTED IN THE 18T

DIVISION®S AREA OF OPERATION YESTERDAY.

-« ACTIVITY WAS AT A LO¥ LEVEL IN THE ARVN 3RD blVIEIQﬂ'&‘
AKEA OF OPERATION YESTERDAY. THE 6TH ARVN REGIMENT MAS ASSUSED -
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TIEN PHUOC AREA, FREEING THE 2ND ARVH “
REGIMENT TO OPERATE BETWEEN TIEN PHUOC AND GUE SON, THE PLAN
CaLLS FOR THE 28D ARVN TO SECURE THE HIGH GROUND THEN LZHK P
WITH UNITS WEST OF TAM KY,

we IN QUANG NBAI PROVINCE, ARVN FORCES CLEARING ROUTE |
BETWEEN DUC PHO AND MO DUC ARE NEARING LINK-UP AGAINST MODERATE ~
ENEMY RESISTANCE, TO THE wEST THE SITUATION AT BA TO HAS IN- ;
PROVED, - ARVN UNITS NOw HOLD THE HIGH @RUUND AROUND THE TOWN, ,

!ILITARY HE&XO& 2

THE BORDER RANGER CaAMPS AT DAK SEANG AND BEN HET RE?ORTEB
INDIRECT FIRE ATTACKS YESTERDAY.

Covoew QVER B8 ROUNDS LANDED AT BEN HET YE%T&RDAY AND LAST
ﬂ!@“fg TODAY THE CAMP 18 AGAIN RECEIVING HEAVY Iﬂb!ﬂﬂﬁ? FIRE
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AND LATEST REPORTS IND!GATE THAT AN Eﬁ&ﬁ? aﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ ATTAQK 16
MKWER'AV. VNAY SPOOKY AND uU.S. SPECTRE 30N$HIP8 ARE ON ﬁTﬁTIﬂN
DEF&N&E OF THE CamP,

«« A RECENT RALLIER REPORTED THAT $UPFL133WARE B&lﬂ& TRANS-
PORTED BY TRUCK FROM CAMBODIA TO A STORAGE AREA 28 KILOMETERS
WEST OF DUC CO, THIS UNDERSCORES THE ENEMY'S lﬁT&ﬁT 10 EFFECT
BATTLEFIELD RESUPPLY IN PLACE,. | |

MIL ITARY nmmﬁ 3

| ARVN FORCES HAVE MADE SPORADIC SMALL CONTACTS AS THEY SWEEP
TNE AREA IN SOUTHERN BINH DUONG PROVINCE WHERE THE ENEMY ﬁTILL
OCCUPIES SEVERAL HAMLETS,

-= GENERAL WINK CONTINUES TO SHIFT FORCES $auravann INTO
POSITIONS ASTRIDE THE APPROACHES TO THE SAIGON AREA.

-~ AN ADDIT IONAL RANGER BATTALION DEPLOYED 'TO GIA DINM
PROVINCE YESTERDAY AND WAS PLACED UNDER CONTROL OF THE CAPITAL
ﬂiLITAﬁY DISTRICT COMMANDER,

== TWO MORE RANQER BATTALKQ&S HQVE BEEN ﬁLERTﬁD FOR NOVE~
MENT TO GIA DINK,

MILITARY REGION 4

~ ENEMY ACTIVITY REMAINED MODERATE AND SCATTKKﬁDVHITH NUMEROUS
- Mall GROUND CONTACTS, MOSTLY ARVN=INITIATED, ACCOUNT!HG FOR
THE 211 ENEMY XILLED YEMERDAY. _

-« THE DISTRICT TOWN OF TUN LOAP ON ROUTE 3 1“ THE SEVEN
NOUNTAINS AREA OF CAMBODIA WAS RETAXEN YESTERDAY BY AN ARVN
g.:ﬂgl:: 8&“%10&; THE TOwN NaD BEEN EVACUATED ON SEPTEMBER 8

& K. g

== FANK AND ARVN REPRESENTATIVES ARE DISCUSSING PLANS TO
OPEN ROUTE 2 FROM THE BORDER NORTH TO KOMPONG CHREY, ARVH
NOW HAS SIX MANEUVER BATTALIONS IN THE SEVEN MOUNTAINS AREA AND.
ﬂ%ﬁmﬁﬁtﬂ VERY PROMPT IN ASSISTING FANK TO BTABILIZ£ THE S1TUA-
TION,
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"thBs AIR AND HAVAL ACTIVITY | 'Q; :
THE FOLLOWING AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN TODAYs i
: , . MRel  MR=2  MR-3 MR;}A NVN TOTAL
WS, TACAIR 118 36 46 24 229 433
. VNAF TACAIR @ a5 76 46 8 207
. Be32 2 3 44 ﬁs 19 183 .
NO B-32 SORTIES WERE FLOWN AGAINST TARGETS IN CAMBODIA AND
4 IN LAOS. S

! |

. ' i

== IN AN AERIAL ENGAGEMENT OVER N_OHETH VIETNAM, ONE M1G-21
¥AS SHOT DOWN BY U,S5, AIRCRAFT. 1IN THE“” SAME ENGAGEMENT, ONE
UsEe F=4 WAS ALSQ DOWNED, ' i

YESTERDAY THE FOLLOWING U.S. TACTICAL ﬁ&x STRIKES WERE FLOWN3
RP-1 RP=2 RP-3 RAP-4 RP=5 RP-6A Rﬁésa OFFSHORE TOTAL

in
L»
41 33 26 26 26 s » 4@ 44 243

_ ALTOGBETNER, 143 SORTIES WERE FLOWN NORTH OF THE 28TH PARALLEL
AND 108 VERE FLOWN BOUTH OF THE 20TH.

YESTERDAY ADVERSE WEATHER CAUSED SOME séﬁxxts T0 BE DIVERTED
.10 OTHER TARQETS, EIGMT PRIMARY AND FIVE SECONDARY TARGETS
WERE HIT, S i

|

. UsSe AIR FORCE F~1115 FLYING NIGHT SORTIES STRUCK E IGHT TARGETS,
INCLUDING THE YEN BAI AIRFIELD 78 MILES NORTHWEST OF HANOL AND
THE T-HUONG CHAU BARRACKS 33 MILES QQﬁTﬂ.gF KANOI, ONE FIRE WAS
STARTED AT YEN Bal, AND TwO BUILDINGS WERE DESTROYED AND TWO
FIRES STARTED AT THUONG CMAU., DARKNESS IDBSCURED RESULTS AT
OTHER F=111 TARGETS. USAF F«45 ALSO STRUCK THE YEN BAI AIRFIELD
USING LORAN BOMBING TECHNIQUES, THIS DELIVERY TECHNIQUE PRE-
VENTED OBSERVATION OF THE STRIKE RESULTS,

UseS» NAVY AIRCRAFT BOMBED THE GIA LaM RAILROAD SHOPS 3 HILK‘Q
EAST OF HANOI AND CAUSED SIX SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND ONE SUS~
TAINED FIRE wITH BLACK SMOKE, THE PRU ‘C BA TRANSSHIPHENT
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33 SECONDARY EXPLQ&IOH&. TwO SECONDARY FI

_ PRIENDLY ELEMENTS CUT ROUTE 4/7 ABOUT 5 MIL

. SPOKESMAN TOLD REPORTERS ON OCTOBEﬁ 11 THaT
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K BY USN AIRCRAFI,
UNICAT 10NS STAT 108
| BONBED, AND ONE

POINT 28 MILES EAST OF HANOI ALSO ¥AS STR
Tw0) SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS RESULTED., A CONM
AT THANK HA 28 MILES NORTH OF DONG HOI WAZ
SECONDARY EXPLOSION WAS REPORTED.

"IN STRIKES AGAINST INTERDICTION POINTS, MILITARY FACILITIES,

AND TIME-SENSITIVE TARGETS, USAF AND USN ATRCRAFT DESTROYED

OR DAMAGED EIGWT TRUCKS, 1& WATERCRAFT, SIX BUILDINGS, 339

BOXES OF SUPPLIES, AND ONE 3UN. THE AIRCREWS ALSO REP@RTﬁD

£ Sy AND TWO ROAD CUTS.

F
NAVAL OPERATIONS - }

NORT OF VINM, TVO DESTROYERS SHELLED THE TU MY RAILROAD SIDING
AND THE NEARBY WAU GIAP STORAGE AREA. THREE OTHER DESTROYERS
STRUCK SIX POL STORAGE AREAS BETWEEN HON LA ISLAND AND DONG
HOI AND SHELLED THE HON CO ISLAND COAST DEFENSE SITE, SUR-
VEILLANCE OF THE HON LA ANCHORAGE AREA REVEALED NO OFFLOADING
ACTIVITY BY HUNG CHI 162,

-‘1‘ |

LAOS : . ;:\
THE LAG ARMY FORCE THAT INITIATED mnnméocroam SOUTHVE ST

i
|

OF MUON3 SOUJ ON THE 6TH HAS HAD SOME SUCCESS, ACCORDING TO
INTERCEPTED ENEMY MESSAGES, COMMUNIST INSURGENTS SAID THE

S WEST OF MUONG
SOUL ON THE 18THM, THE INSURGENTS REQUESTED {THAT ONE FULL BAT~
TALION, AN ADDITIONAL COMPANY, TANKS, AND ARTILLERY BE DRAWN
FROM DEFEHﬁIVE POSITIONS TO COUNTERATTACK BEFORE THE GOVERNMENT
FORCES "HAVE A CHANCE TO EXPAND THEIR AREA OF CONGUEST.”

SOUTH OF THE PLAINE DES JARRES, THREE ENEMY kauxs MOVED THROUGH
IRREGULAR POSITIONS 1| HOUR AFTER A 3ﬁﬂ-ﬂ0UﬁB'ARTILLERY ATTACK,
THE FRIENDLY FORCE LOST 25 MEN WOUNDED AND 3J MISSING., ALTHOUGH
TANK FIRE HAS BEEN REPORTED SEVERAL TIMES, THIS IS THE FlﬁST TISE
THE ENEMY MAS ACTUALLY MADE A TANK ASSAULT SINCE THE START OF
GEN VANG PAQ'S CURRENT OFFENSIVE, ;

|

|

POL IT ICAL/DIPLONATIC |
SOUTH VIETNAM COMMENTS ON THE PARIS TALKS |
|

ACCORDING TO AN AP DISPATCH, THE SOUTHM VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTRY -
aﬁt H wILL "STICK
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VITH ITS GENERAL PROPOSALS OF LAST JANUARY aw.‘iruz OFF ICIAL

REFUSED TO COMMENT ON THE CURRENT PRIVATE TALKS IN PARIS BUT

REPEATED THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT wDULD NOT ACCEPT

& TRIPARTITE GOVERWNENT, NOTING THAT THE GUN'S POSITION HAS

NGED, IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT, THE QVN'S FOREIGN MINIS-

TER INFORMALLY TOLD NEWSHEN ON THE SAME DAY THAT THE PARIS

NEGOT IATIONS ARE IN A DELICATE STAGE AND CAUT IONED REPORTERS

:gg:§s§0§FEGULar:aa ON "ARRANGEMENT S BETWEEN TME UNITED STATES
A » ; ‘ ,

ﬂ
SOVIETS REAFFIRM VIETNAM POSITION h

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS WAS REPORTED FROM MOSCOW THAT SOVIET
PRESIDENT PODGORNY CONDEMNED THE UNITED STATES “RUTHLESS

_ METHODS® IN INDOCHINA, SPEAKING AT A STATE DINS F" FOR THE SMAR

_ OF IRAN ON OCTOBER 18, PODGORNY REPORTEDLY REAFFIRMED THAT THE
SOVIET UNION RESOLUTELY SUPPORTS THE MEROIC VIETNAMESE PLOPLE,"
ME ALSO NOTED THAT THE SOVIETS "BELIEVE THE CONSTRUCT IVE PROPOSALS®
OF THE OTMER SIDE “OFFER A G0OD BASIS FOR A FAIR POLITICAL SETTLE-
MENT IN'LINE WITH THE NATIONAL INTERESTS AND ASP{RATION OF THE
PEOPLES OF THE AREA,® !

i

COMMENTs  PODGORNY'S COMMENTS DO NOT REPRESENT AWY CHANGE IN

 THE SOVIET POSITION ON VIETNAM BUT ARE PROBABLY rmgﬁ %
BOLSTER THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DURING THE CURRENT $TAGE

mzwvrt. TALKS IN m:xs. JQ
FRENCH consm.arz %nmum WOUNDED IN HANOIS mew Pﬁmmm

N GCTOE&R I} THE FRENCH FOREIGN NINISTRY HEL&AB&& A COMBUNIQUE
WHICH STATED THAT TME FRENCH DELEGATE GENERAL IN HANOI, PIERRE
SUSINI, HAD BEEN “GRAVELY WOUNDED"™ FOLLOWING AN LLEGED U4S,
A&RIM. BOMBARDMENT ON OCTOBER 18, THAT SEVERAL LOCAL EMPLOYEES
HAD BEEN KILLED AND “VERY saﬁxoug* DAMAGE SUSTAINED BY THE
FRENCH OIPLOMAT IC BUILDINGS, THE COMMUNIQUE ALSO! RECALLED

THAT THE FORE IGN WINISTRY*S SECRETARY GENERAL HAS PROTESTED THE
INCIDENT TO THE U,S. AMBASSADOR, wHO “FOR MHIS mn%&ztxmmsxn

HIS PROFOUND REGRETS AND DEPLORED THE LOSSES SUFFERED BY TNE
FRENCH DELEGATION," IN SEPARATE REMARKS TO REPORTERS, THE
FRENCH GOVERNMENT SPOKESHAN STATED THAT PRESIDENT PGH?IDQU "HAD
EXPRESSED KIS DISTRESS IN THE FACE OF THIS DEPLOR BLE. ACT."

RADIO HANOI HAS LOST NO TIME IN EXPLOITING THE IH&'WEM’ UHK

MAX IMUM PROPAGANDA COVERAGE., ON OCTOBER 11 Mﬂlﬁ HANOI BROAD-
CAST SEVERAL BULLETINS CLAIMING THAT THE Fﬁiﬂ LEGATE GENERAL
WAS N "WRIOU& CUNDITION" AT A LOCAL NOSPITAL Aﬂ HAD susnmm
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. EMPLOYEES CONDEMNING THE INCIDENTS,.

w Al "2
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THIRD DEGREE mmw OVER 56 PERCENT OF WIS BODY.™ HANOL ALSO
CLAIMED THAT FOUR VIETNAMESE EMPLOYEES HAD BEEN KILLED AS A
RESULT OF THE ALLEGED BOMBING THAT THE ALBANIAN CHARGE HAD BEEN-
SERIOUSLY WOUNDED WMILE VISITING TME DELEGATION. RADIO HANOL
AL S0 BROADCAST SEVERAL EMOT IONAL STATEMENTS BY ”Rﬂwﬁ STAFF

\

ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, OUR VIETNAM COMMAND na@ *EXPRESSED
REGRET™ FOR INJURY AND DAMAGE TO THE FRENCH CONSULATE DURING
THE OCTOBER 1@ AERIAL ENGAGEMENT, BUT HAS NOT ADMITTED RESPONSI~
BILITY FOR THE INCIDENT. PRIVATELY, WE HAVE REQUESTED THAT THE
CANADIAN. ICC DELEGATION IN HANOI MAKE AN URGENT ONeTHE-SPOT
ASSESSMENT OF THE DAMABE TO THE FRENCH DELEGATION GENERAL,
SPECIFICALLY TO DETERMINE WHETHEK THE INCIDENT WAS CAUSED BY
AIR-DROPPED ORDINANCE OR FROM SOME OTHER CAUSE 33 H AS

A SaM IMPACT, i
:aaa . !
3845 B : i
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